SoGAT Clinical Diagnostics III 

Institute of Child Health, London, 12-13 January 2011

GENERAL DISCUSSION TOPICS
Approximately 30 minutes has been set aside at the end of each session of this year’s meeting in order to encourage further discussion of key areas and current issues relevant to standardisation of molecular diagnostic assays. This discussion will be moderated by the chair of the session to ensure that the debate remains focused and that keys issues which need to be followed up are noted. The following topics have already been suggested by the organising committee. We would like all participants to consider these and any further topics that they would like to be raised.
Suggested topics for general discussion:
Session 1: Assessing assay variability through EQAS/Proficiency Testing/Data reporting

· Governance aspects/remit of national schemes

Session 2: Development, use and calibration of secondary reference reagents

· Requirements for genotype panels, panels for antiviral resistance markers

· Use of old EQAS panels

Session 3: Development and use of higher order reference materials for clinical pathogens

· Commutability, matrix effects

· Design of collaborative studies, assigning units
· Relationships between WHO and NIST standards

· Prioritising/requirements for new standards

Session 4: Technical aspects of molecular assays relating to standardisation

Session 5: Regulatory issues

· Progress on the GHTF - Global Harmonization Task Force (including revisions to the IVD directive)
If you would like to raise a topic for discussion please email your suggestion and the session in which you would like it to be discussed to SoGAT@nibsc.hpa.org.uk before 10 January 2011.
